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NFPA® 2112 
CHANGES TO THE 2018 EDITION

19160

  Balaclavas and hoods 

These items were added to the list of elements covered  
by NFPA 2112. A new set of performance requirements  
has been mandated for fabrics used in hoods and 
balaclavas.  They must be similarly evaluated as fabrics 
used in other 2112-certified elements such as performance 
in a heat resistance test with the requirement that the 
specimen not melt, drip or ignite as a result of a hot air 
oven exposure.  One exception for fabrics used in hoods/
balaclavas is that they will not be subjected to a simulated 
flash fire.  There are no test or design requirements for the 
hoods themselves, but they will carry the same label which 
is mandated for all other garments certified to NFPA 2112.

  
 Emblems 

We frequently get asked about the wisdom of specifying 
non-FR emblems/heraldry on FR garments. Industry 
performance standards supply only general guidance on 
the use of emblems; however, the NFPA 2112 committee 
proposed and agreed on more specific language that 
discourages excessive use of non-FR emblems.  New 
language suggests—but does not require—limiting the 
maximum number of non-FR emblems on the exterior  
of a garment to 5 total, with no individual emblem  
covering more than 16 in2 and the combined emblems 
covering no more than 40 in2.

 Cold weather insulation 

Performance requirements for lined or insulated 
outerwear were originally adopted as a “Tentative Interim 
Amendment” which indicates that they were added in 
the middle of a revision cycle because the situation was 
deemed critical to the safety of end users. As required 
by NFPA procedures, language adopted in the form of a 
TIA must be formally reconsidered by the committee for 
the next edition of the standard; all requirements related 
to lined/insulated outerwear will remain the document 
without any changes 

 
 Thermal manikin 

The 50% max predicted percent body burn continues 
to be the pass/fail requirement for FR clothing certified 
to NFPA® 2112, as it has been since the inception of the 
standard. However, in order to minimize potential variability 
in manikin data, the 2018 revision includes language to 
further standardize calibration procedures on the manikin 
prior to testing. As with all test methods, some variation in 
the test is unavoidable, so eliminating as many variables as 
possible when looking at test data is a good idea. Bulwark 
recommends comparing data generated by the same lab.

If you serve the Oil & Gas industry, then you’re likely familiar with NFPA® 2112. It’s the industry consensus standard 
that lays out the requirements for FR garments to enter the market, including the capabilities and characteristics  
of the fabrics, the construction of the garment and more. Below are the changes to this important document’s  
2018 revision.

More people arm themselves with Bulwark than any other brand.

Because only Bulwark brings over 45 years of frontline experience to the realities you face every day. Subscribe to 
our monthly newsletter for more information on safety standards, industry insights, product news and safety tips.
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